
Contact Points of the European Judicial Network 

(EJN) in Civil and Commercial Matters
Facilitating Cross-Border Judicial Cooperation

Federal German EJN Contact Point



• Council Decision 2001/470/EC of 28 May 
2001 / consolidated version Decision
568/2009/EC of 18 June 2009

• Started operating on 1 December 2002

Legal Basis of the

EJN
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Members

All EU Members States with the exception

of Denmark, i.e. the contact points provide

support in cross-border judicial

proceedings relating to another EU 

Member State
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Modus operandi of the EJN 

Contact Points

The Contact Points

…identify solutions for problems with judicial

cooperation in civil and commercial matters

 Direct, swift, and informal mode of operation via e-mail and

telephone

 Help with problems arising in pending cases only for courts

(judges and court staff) and judicial authorities

…provide information
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• Help with cross-border requests
 Upon a request for service of a judicial document the transmitting agency

receives neither an acknowledgment of receipt nor a certificate of service

 The execution of a request for the direct taking of evidence is refused for

unclear reasons

 Information authority does not provide account information pursuant to Art. 

14 EAPO-Regulation

 Many other queries relating to specific cross-border cases!

• Get information where documents establishing execution of a 

request are unclear
 E.g. the information containded in the form (provided for by the respective

Regulation) leaves room for interpretation

• Get information on another Member States‘ applicable law
 Basic information on the national law of other Member States

• Finding the competent authority abroad

Frequent queries and

examples how the EJN 

facilitates cross-border

cooperation
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Contact Points in 

Germany

Federal Contact Point and

Contact Points of the Länder

 May equally be contacted

 Federal Contact Point 

coordinates the national 

network

Federal Contact Point

Contact data:

www.bundesjustizamt.de

http://ec.europa.eu/civiljustice/index_de.htm


How to reach us best?

• Via email, EGVP or telephone

• Short summary of the case

• For queries relating to the applicable law of another

Member States: specific questions

• If applicable, attach a copy of the request
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German Court

German EJN 

Contact Point

EJN Contact Point

in other MS

Court in other MS

Queries via the German 

EJN Contact Points
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https://e-justice.europa.eu

• Information on national law of the Member States

• Notifications of Member States (European Judicial 

Atlas)

• Dynamic forms

• Case law

• Practice guides

• Access to registers in the Member States

• Informationen on current developments on EU level

• Etc.

European e-Justice Portal
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European e-Justice

Portal

https://e-

justice.europa.eu

http://ec.europa.eu/civiljustice/index_de.htm
https://e-justice.europa.eu/


Information on 

national law of 

the Member 

States 

(information

sheets/

factsheets)

http://ec.europa.eu/civiljustice/index_de.htm


European 

Judicial Atlas 

in civil matters

(Communication 

of the Member 

States)

http://ec.europa.eu/civiljustice/index_de.htm


Dynamic forms

with

autocomplete

feature

https://e-

justice.europa.eu/

content_dynamic_

forms-155-en.do

http://ec.europa.eu/civiljustice/index_de.htm
https://e-justice.europa.eu/content_dynamic_forms-155-en.do


Practice Guides for

many EU legal 

instruments

(contact Federal Office 

of Justice for paper

copies or download from

e-Justice Portal)

http://ec.europa.eu/civiljustice/index_de.htm


Find contact

data for the EJN 

Contact Point 

from your 

Member State

http://ec.europa.eu/civiljustice/index_de.htm


Toolkit for Legal Cooperation

www.bundesjustizamt.de

(only accesible for German courts)

http://ec.europa.eu/civiljustice/index_de.htm
https://www.bundesjustizamt.de/


• European e-Justice Portal: 

https://e-justice.europa.eu

Forms, European Judicial Atlas, information on national law of Member States and

much more information on judicial cooperation

• Website of the German Federal Contact Point:

https://www.bundesjustizamt.de/EJNZH

Latest Information and Contact Data

• Tools and Forms for German Courts for requests for judicial

cooperation:

Sample requests and other tools

https://www.bundesjustizamt.de/DE/Themen/Gerichte_Behoerden/IRZH/Rechtshilfeor

dnung/Arbeitshilfen/Arbeitshilfen_node.html

Useful links:

http://ec.europa.eu/civiljustice/index_de.htm
https://e-justice.europa.eu/
https://www.bundesjustizamt.de/EJNZH
https://www.bundesjustizamt.de/DE/Themen/Gerichte_Behoerden/IRZH/Rechtshilfeordnung/Arbeitshilfen/Arbeitshilfen_node.html


Feel free to contact us at any time!

Dr. Stefanie Plötzgen-Kamradt

Nils Schröder

German Federal Contact Point of the European Judicial

Network for Civil and Commercial Matters

Tel.: +49 228 - 99 410 - 6424

E-Mail: euro.judnet@bfj.bund.de

http://ec.europa.eu/civiljustice/index_de.htm

